


Geographic Response Strategies:


Alaska Rivers


GRS Objective:

Provide a strategic plan for responding to oil spills 

that impact environmental and cultural sensitive

rivers from the following potential sources:

1.	 Pipelines & onshore oil processing facilities 
2.	 Highways with oil & Hazmat truck routes 
3.	 Railroad crossings 
4.	 River barge routes 
5.	 Bulk fuel storage tanks positioned adjacent 

to rivers 



Geographic Response 
Strategies (GRS) are site-
specific response plans 
tailored to protect sensitive 
areas threatened by an oil 
spill. GRS are map-based 
strategies that can save time 
during the critical first few 
hours of an oil spill 
response. They show 
responders where sensitive 
areas are located and where 
to place oil spill protection 
resources. 

GRS are designed to be a 
supplement to the Alaska Subarea 
Contingency Plans for Oil and 
Hazardous Substances Spills and 
Releases. Alaska is divided into ten 
Subareas, each of which has a 
regional oil spill response plan, 
known as a Subarea plan, which 
supplement the Alaska 
Federal/State Preparedness Plan 
for Response to Oil and Hazardous 
Substance Discharges/Releases 
(Unified Plan). GRS are the current 
standard for site-specific oil spill 
response planning in Alaska. 

http://www.dec.state.ak.us/spar/perp/grs/home.htm







